
SUPPORTING RE TEACHERS WITH ENHANCED 
SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE



REASONS BEHIND THE PROJECT

Some teachers were reporting (via our RE Survey and termly evaluations from RE Subject Leader 
twilight sessions) that they were teaching RE with very little subject knowledge, and in some cases 
(Primary) were also leading the subject within schools whilst expressing concerns over their subject 
knowledge. 

Our work with local Initial Teacher Training (ITT) establishments (University of Warwick) has also 
shown that trainee teachers are only receiving 3 hours of subject knowledge when engaging with a 
Primary teacher training course. 

With this in mind, both Coventry and Warwickshire’s SACREs were in agreement that support for 
subject knowledge was a key priority.

ANYTHING ALL OF IT
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PROJECT OUTLINE: LIVE SESSIONS

 SACRE members for each tradition plan a tour of 
the place of worship and a follow-up talk with Q&A

 RE Facilitator provided ‘crib sheets’ to try to get 
some uniformity of approach across sessions

 Places of worship provided refreshments for 
delegates

 Sessions lasted 90-120 minutes

 SACRE members produced presentations and 
handouts in addition to tour and talk 

 Filming of tour and talk took place earlier in the day 
as well as during live events



PROJECT OUTLINE: FILMING

 In order to grow the impact of the project beyond 
the live events, we included in the bid the cost of a 
filmographer who could film the tour and talk and 
create a short professional film for each of the 
traditions.

 SACRE members were filmed talking and captions 
added additional information

 Wayne’s work has been of an excellent standard.

 During the editing process, the SACRE member(s) 
and RE Facilitator worked together with Wayne to 
ensure the films were accurate and information was 
well-presented.



THE LIVE EVENTS FOR RE SUBJECT LEADERS

• Live events were planned for 2019-2020 (Warwickshire 
SACRE’s bid) and 2020-2021 (Coventry SACRE’s bid)

• Booking was via Event Brite and listings were shared via the 
termly RE Bulletin and in flyers

• The programme was interrupted by the pandemic as 
gathering was not possible



THE LIVE SESSIONS
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ADAPTING FOR SPECIFIC TRADITIONS

Three main adaptations:

• Home shrine worship for the 
Hindu Dharma film

• Additional documents for 
Christianity outlining the main 
differences of other 
denominations with Church of 
England

• Adaptations to the crib sheets for 
the Buddhist Traditions session to 
acknowledge no deity



THE ‘ROAD MAPS’

• The ‘Road Maps’ for each tradition suggest 
resources and approaches from EYFS to KS5

• SACRE members contribute and check



THE ‘ROAD MAPS’

• The ‘Road Maps’ end with details of 
visitors and places of worship for visits 
to try to encourage teachers to support 
encounter with real ‘lived religion’ in RE 
lessons





GUIDANCE FOR RE SUBJECT LEADERS



TEACHER FEEDBACK: HOSPITALITY

The hospitality and how welcoming 
everybody was. So informative, 

thank you!

Most welcoming and generous.

Excellent speaker, interesting, 
adding humour. Friendly, 
welcoming- a lovely experience. 



TEACHER FEEDBACK: SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE

Seeing prayer in practice.

First-hand and open tour gave a 
great insight into the beliefs and 
practices of Muslims in this 
mosque. 

Really useful and informative CPD. 
I got more out of this than hours of 
searching the Muslim faith on the 
internet!.

I found the whole evening very 
useful for my own understanding 
as well as providing knowledge I 
can share with colleagues at 
school.

Community aspect- schooling, 
family life, hospitality, contributing 
to society.

The tour was fascinating- so 
different to reading about in 
textbooks or watching a video.

I really enjoyed the course. I have 
learnt so much. Thank you.

I found the whole evening very 
useful for my own understanding 
as well as providing knowledge I 
can share with colleagues at 
school.

Being in the places of worship 
means that you see day to day 
practice first hand rather than 
just reading about it. It helps you 
realise that different places of 
worship of the same faith may 
do things slightly differently 
from each other, that each one is 
unique. Being inside have us a 
chance to speak to people 
directly and also to watch acts of 
faith.

It brought some of the traditions to 
life and explained the importance of 
respect. It also helped understand 
why people decide to follow the 
tradition.





TEACHER FEEDBACK: INTERACTIVITY

Tour and opportunity to ask 
questions. 

Fabulous open dialogue.

Being able to ask questions openly.

I have valued the opportunity to 
see first hand the places of 

worship, it helps to embed the 
reality of the spiritual nature of 

these places. I have also 
appreciated the chance to ask 
questions and learn about the 

lived experiences of people from 
different faith traditions.

Being in the different places of 
worship and meeting people of 

that particular faith is hugely 
important. You can attempt to 

improve your subject knowledge 
about a religion through books 

but hearing first hand from 
people and being able to ask 

questions is much more 
valuable.



TEACHER FEEDBACK ON FILMS

 Fantastically produced, really clear. Staff and some children who 
have seen really enjoyed and were amazed

 A great tool to be used both for staff training and in the 
classroom.

 These are really well produced and provide an overview of the 
events which is very accessible.

 Really well narrated, modern and clear.





TEACHER PLANS FOR USING FILMS & 
PROJECT RESOURCES

 I have not seem them but plan to look soon and share with the staff.

 I intend to watch them and share them with staff and students

 RE Staff meetings, use for planning support

 They are all saved on SharePoint which means staff can access them freely as 
needed.

 Use during a staff meeting to develop subject knowledge of others

 NA - I am keen to share these resources through the networks I am in contact 
with.

 In a CPD session in Autumn 1. I am also teaching an enhancement lesson to Year 6.





POSITIVES OF THE PROJECT

 Good feedback from teachers

 Community links and hospitality

 Lasting resources/impact due to films

 Local resource

 SACRE follow-up resources

 Able to continue despite pandemic interruptions

 Use by other LA groups/organisations

 Actively involved SACRE members

 Teacher: SACRE member interaction

 Confidence to visit places of worship



CHALLENGES OF THE PROJECT

 The pandemic!

 Drop off in numbers at live sessions following pandemic (picked up again at 
the end- we finished on a positive!)

 Diversity and differing perspectives within traditions- very important to 
include, challenging to know how best to capture

 Turn-around time for viewing and reviewing resources

 Time-heavy production of ‘road maps’ & possibly not ‘current’ for long (will 
need updating)



PROJECT LINKS

 Warwickshire SACRE RE Subject Knowledge Enhancement Programme: 
https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-resources/standing-advisory-
council-religious-education-sacre/6

 Westhill Project Page: https://www.westhillendowment.org/coventry-and-
warwickshire-sacres

Thank you to Westhill for their funding of such 
an important and visionary project. I hope that it 
will be widely used to enhance teachers subject 
knowledge.

Yes the work carried out looks 
amazing. Massive credit and 
thumbs up for all those that 
made it happen.

https://schools.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-resources/standing-advisory-council-religious-education-sacre/6
https://www.westhillendowment.org/coventry-and-warwickshire-sacres


ANY QUESTIONS?


