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Which is the odd one out? 
 

Why? If Jesus came back to earth,  
which of these would he use? 

 



Wokingham SACRE support 
for teachers: 

The Journey so far… 
 
 
 
 
 

Ten Steps… 
 

 



The context of our journey: 
National Picture: 
It is a statutory subject BUT… 
…it sits outside the National Curriculum 
and is locally determined. 
 
‘RE must be taught to all registered pupils in    
 maintained school except those withdrawn by 
their parents’ 
 The Education Act, 2002, section 80 
 
The SACRE’s duty is to monitor and SUPPORT 
 
  
 



The essential support must have 
regard to: 

a)  RE in English Schools: Non-statutory guidance 2010 
     (Wokingham agreed syllabus follows the above)        
b) A curriculum framework for RE in England 2013  
     (still non-statutory) Religious Education Council  
     (with foreword by Michael Gove)  
c) All Party Parliamentary Group  formed 2013 
d) Ofsted reports on RE: 2010 and 2013 
e) ESAG Expert Subject Advisory Group formed 2014  
     (to issue guidance 2014-15) 
 



RE: realising the potential  
(Ofsted 2013) 

Weaknesses include: 
• Teachers’ understanding of the subject 
• Lack of emphasis on pupils’ subject knowledge 
• Fragmented curriculum planning 
• Weak assessment 
• Ineffective monitoring 
• Limited access to training 
Enquiry approach recommended 
SACRE action plan tries to address this. HOW?  

 
 



Step 1 
Provide an RE Trail to help teachers make the 
most of LOTC (learning outside the classroom) 
taking children on a walking tour of 
Wokingham sites/places of worship. 
 
Beautifully designed/Launched 
Online and hard copy              
 
Outcome?    

 
 

The Journey so far 



Step 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Journey so far 



Pan-Berkshire Agreed Syllabus for RE 2012-17 
 • Consultation with teachers! 

• All 6 SACREs collaborated 
Result: 
User-friendly 
Colour-coded Key Stages 
Statutory Requirements concise 
Enquiry model recommended 
Very well-presented 
CDROM and hard copy 

 



Step 3 
Revised Pan-Berkshire Agreed Syllabus presented 
across Berkshire by: 
    ~conferences 
    ~head teachers’ and governors’ fora 
    ~training in schools 
    ~signposting to teaching resources 
Joint Reading and Wokingham conference  
hosted by Reading SACRE member (Church of Jesus  

Christ of Latter Day Saints) and funded by LAs 
Outcome? 
 

 

The Journey so far 



Step 4   Teacher/SACRE Network Meetings (termly for 
both Primary and Secondary) 
• Hosted by schools 
• Secondary run jointly with Reading 
• Led by RE Consultant/ SACRE members attend as well 
 

Format: 
• National and local updates 
• Mini INSET (focus decided by teachers) 
• Share concerns and good practice/ideas 
• Share teaching resources 
Feed back suggestions for support to SACRE to 
inform the SACRE Action Plan               Outcome? 
 
 

The Journey so far 



Step 5  Build the bridge between schools and 
the SACRE 

Network meetings/tea party at Rabbi’s home/ 
consultant/teacher presentations at SACRE 
meetings/shared events /leaflet                                

 

 

 

Outcome? 

 

The Journey so far 



Step 6   Faith Tours     CPD ‘on location’ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome? 
 

The Journey so far 



Step 7   Annual conferences: 
 
1. Joint Wokingham and Reading RE Conference for  

secondary teachers 
 

2. Pan-Berkshire 6 –SACRES’ conference  
to ensure members are mutually  

      informed and discuss collaboration.  
      This June’s agenda: to discuss and plan  
      the Berkshire Hub. 
 

 
 

The Journey so far 



Step 8   
Development of additional website space for RE on the 
Wokingham Borough website:  
Share ideas/good practice  
SACRE and Faith calendar: local and national  
events and festival dates/ directory of places  
of worship in Wokingham and surrounding area. 
Future plans include: pilot scheme for faith 
ambassadors, students on SACRE, and directory 
of speakers.                                      
                                                 Outcome? 
 

 

The Journey so far 



Step 9    New SACRE leaflet/flyer  (draft shown)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         Outcome? 
 

 
 

The Journey so far 



Step 10   Spread the word! 
The SACRE Roadshow 

• Chairs of Governors 
• NASACRE 
• Wokingham Borough Council…full Council  

meeting (in presence of the Mayor) 
• Secondary Head teachers’ meeting 
 
Outcome? 
 

 
 

The Journey so far 



Next steps… 
• Explore Faith Ambassadors Scheme 
• Keep listening to teachers to inform action plans 
    PLUS all of the above! 
Outcome? 
Ever closer working relationship between the SACRE and schools 
to make best use of limited resources by sharing and 
collaboration: 
• School - SACRE  
• School- School       
• SACRE-SACRE 
                                                                                Why?  

 
 

The Journey continues… 



To keep improving RE learning 
for our children and young 

people.  
 

Thank you  
from Wokingham SACRE 

 
Have you any questions? 

 
 



Which is the odd one out? 
 

Why? If the ? came back to earth, which of these 
would he use? 

 



Thank you 
 

Wokingham SACRE 
(Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education) 

Michael Freeman: Chair of SACRE 
Jan Lever: Consultant to SACRE 

(on behalf of Wokingham Borough Council) 
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