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FUNDING

When asked a parliamentary question about SACRE funding in March 2018.
Schools Minister, Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP gave the following written answer:

The Government is continuing to provide local authorities with funding
Standing Advisory Councils on Reli§idusation (S2RESs) through the
Central School Services Block from 2018/19 onwards. Local authoritig
expected to ensure that SACREs are funded adequately to perform t
SACREs continue to play an important role in supporting schools to4e
quality religious education.
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2018-03-21/133819
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3 Annex 2 — central services that may be funded with
/cd agreement of schools forums
. " The splil of services between responsibidities Sad local authorities hold for all schools
9 and those that relate o maintained schools only ane shawn below

, ows Responsibilities held by local authariies for all schools are funded from the central
" ’ schoal services biod, with the agreement of schools forumes.

Responsibilities held by local autharies for maintained schools anly are funded from

The CSSB (Central Services School Block) i rtaned choks gl oy, i g o e matand schock s o
funding allocated by central government |

(through the Education and Skills Funding 48 Rosponsibiliios hold for all schosls

Agency) to local authorities to carry out central 55§ C o Statutory and regulatory duies

functions on behalf of pupils in both maintaingl /; " o e o i et et v

+ Rewvenue budge! preparalion, preparation of information on income and

schools and academies in England. | Yone; crpenre e o sducsin, s St S eing 1o s (5 2

The depariment has included references to the relevant schedules: in the School and

Early Years Finance (Ergland) Regulalions 2020,

22)

= Authorisation and monitoring of expendibure not met fom schools” budget shares
(Sch 2, 15c)

« [Fomulation and review of local authority schools funding formula {3ch 2, 15d)

= Inbemal audit and other tasks related to the local authority's chief firance officer’s
responsiilities under Section 151 of LGA 1972 excepl duties spedifically related
o maintained schools (Sch 2, 15=)

= Consultation costs relating o non-staffing isswes (Sdh 2, 19)

+ Plans imalving collaboration with ofer LA services ar pubihc or voluntary bodies
{Sch 2, 16f)

& Slanding Advizory Committess for Religious Education (SACRE=) (Sch 2, 17)

# Pravision of information to or al the request of the Crown other $han relating

specificlly o maintained schoals (Sch 2, 21)

Education welfare

-~

e

& [Functions ini relation fo the exclusion of pupils fom schools, excluding any
pravision af sducation lo excluded pupils (Sch 2, 20)
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/945784/Schools_Operational_guide_2021_to_2022_V4_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/901852/2021-22_NFF_summary_table.xlsx
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In a letter dated 1%August 2019, Secretary of State for Educati on,
should be resourced sufficiently to be abl e t o f ualldcate atléeabt
2% of the CSSB to the SACRE to enable it to carry out its statutory duties, and significantly more in the year that tydabgesd S
reviewed.

The Department of Education has commented positively to NASACRE on this advice, acknowledging that its official SAMBME LS
estimate of a funding level of 2% of the CSSB to advise local authorities. However, authorities can, of course, @atemwniieitigets
and where funding comes from to support SACREs.

THE DATA

A freedom of Information request was sent to all Local Authorities in England'dNderGber 2020 by the National Associati
of SACRES. Responses were obtained from 136 LAs, with 15 not supplying answers by the end of March 2021.
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http://www.nasacre.org.uk/file/nasacre/1-246-letter-from-gavin-williamson.pdf
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THE HEADLINES
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Note: All percentages are based on data from those authorities that provided an answer to that question.
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Total SACRE spending by size of LA
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Source of SACRE funding

m Funds from C55B m Funds outside the CSSB Both CSSB and funds outside
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What proportion of the CSSB funding do LAs spend on
SACRE business?

The most wefunded SACRE received 6%
of the CSSB from their LA in 2019/20. T
average spending on a SACRE, Religiou
| Education and Collective Worship, as a
percentage of the allocated CSSB funding
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We asked LAs how much they allocategdrtafessional supportncluding Spend on professional support
advisers and consultants. 100 LAs answered this question. 27 repoite
that they allocated £0 of funding to professional support. The average
spend on professional support by the 73 authorities that responded tQ S
they allocate funding was £7,095.03. The responses ranged from £59,4
to £145.

We asked LAs how much they allocateddgmocratic servicege.g.

clerking). 49 authorities responded to this question. Seven authoritie
reported allocating £0. 42 authorities responded that they allocate sq) a Allocate funding to thisarea = Allocate no funding to this area
funds to this area and their mean spend on democratic services was =SS
£2648.18. The responses ranged from £25,574 to £200. ® [tis difficult to see how a SACRE can be fulfill

il

We asked LAs how much they allocatedupporting RE in schools80 statutory duties, let alone performing well, if
authorities responded to this question. 42 authorities allocate £0. The" does not allocate some budget to professio
mean spend for the 38 authorities who allocate funding to this area is support, democratic services and support f@
£2529.07. The level of support ranges from £10,829 to £112. schools.
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Cost of Revising Agreed Syllabus
¢S

£45,000.00

| {~ i é £40,000.00

& . E £35,000.00

Published3 in 2014, 1 in 2013, 2 in 2012, 1 in 2010. 8 £30,000.00

Mean cost: £8.5K 5 £25,000.00

Range: £45K £81 -

g £15,000.00

Most- 30 (of 81) cost £510K ® £10,000.00 ”"“Hm

| T—

Local Authorities (un-named)

It is difficult to see how a syllabus can be properly reviewed
a significant spend. If minor changes are required, we would
£5,000 to be a very bare minimum spend. We would expect a
review process to cost in excess of £10,000.
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Write to the 25 authorities who declared no spending on SACRE business and ask them how they can be expected to fu
statutory duties without using any funds.

\ @ R s o
\\ e - o vy

Ni ck Gi bb MP So [NN"“Syusumsmesn-c oo™ me 0"t 1S __d
experiencing difficulties in fulfilling its statutory duties, the Department will contact
local authority to remind them of their duty to support their activities satisfact@¥ily

HC Deb,28 March 201&W https://questionstatements.parliament.uk/writtgnestions/detail/201803-
28/134697
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LAs must adequately fund SACRES to enable them to carry out their statutory duties and to support high quality Réeavalstojpect schools
We consider 2% of CSSB to be a reasonable spend to enable this. LAs must set aside sufficient money to ensure thabAgreediSylcan
be effective every five years. We reiterate that as a minimum expectation, LAs must provide the following:

A a clerk

a professional officer who has expertise in RE curriculum design;

a publicly accessible place to meet;

the reasonable expenses of members;

publishing the agreed syllabus and other SACRE materials (including agendas and minutes), most usually on the LA website
NASACRE subscription and AGM attendance.

To Io Do Do Io

Use the dat a! Share the report with LA. Ask for t MASACREADysurarens
funded adequately.

And continue to do the best job you éamhich is often brilliant in even very difficult circumstances.
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Lobbying for RE

Can we change
the narrative?

Deborah Weston

National Association for
Teachers of RE
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Too much
emphasis on
compliance as
opposed to the &GNATRE
big picture?

‘Religicas Edusation

THE RE DEFENDER TOOLKIT

Resources to support teachers secure provision for RE

https://www.natre.org.uk/uploads/Member%20Resources/THE%20RE%20DEFENDER%20TOOLKIT.pdf
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Argument 1

RE Is statutory
therefore must be
Included in the school
curriculum
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