
National Association of SACREs

‘Stronger Together: The Power of 
Community’

24th May 2018
Dr Vanessa Ogden

CEO, Mulberry Schools Trust 
Headteacher MSfG



Islamophobia in the Press 



Punish a Muslim Day 2018 





The Role of RE in Schools 

“



The Role of RE in Schools 





Michelle Obama Visit 
Partly as a result of our long-standing commitment to women’s education and community empowerment, we were 

selected in June 2016 to host a visit from the First Lady of the United States, Michelle Obama. Mrs Obama joined us at 
Mulberry to launch her Let Girls Learn campaign



Article in Times Newspaper 
Headline: The girls who would rule the world (in headscarves) 

"Liberated, charming and fiercely ambitious, these teenagers defy lazy 
preconceptions about British Muslim Women."

Helen Rumbelow, The Times Newspaper 



Visit to the White House and Civil Rights Trip 
The visit followed an invitation to the White House and the school organised a Civil Rights trip which provided the
students with the tools they need to become agents of positive social change on a global scale.

1. To educate students about the Civil Rights Movement,
allowing them to engage with the grassroots movements to
really understand the American Civil Rights Movement.

2. To engage students in discussion about civil rights with leaders
and politicians as well as young leaders of their own age.
Students will question how relevant an issue civil rights is
today, at home and abroad.

3. To inspire students to become passionate about civil rights
issues so that they become active in their own communities as
they learn about the history of the organisations they interact
with and how they started out; deepening their understanding
of their role as British and Global Citizens.

4. To encourage students to act as ambassadors to their peers
and local community by using various platforms within the
school to feed back on their experiences on the programme
and share the knowledge they have gained. This will raise
consciousness of civil rights issues within the local and school
community, and ensure that the positive impact of the
programme is felt by all.



Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2018
Mulberry has performed at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival since 2008 and this year will be taking a new play to 

perform which explores religion, identity and nationalism. 



The Female Lead 
The Female Lead creates a variety of spaces to present these stories including a book of 60 amazing women from around
the world (launching in February 2017), an online and social media presence, and an outreach programme for girls in
schools, celebrating female role models who shape the world. The project is led by data science entreprenur Edwina Dunn
and award winning photographer Brigette Lacombe

Mulberry was featured as part of the campaign and developed a set of classroom resources for use in schools in the UK 
and internationally



Girl Leading Programme 
Girl leading was Mulberry’s first residential girls’ leadership development programme. We ran this event in support of 

Michelle Obama’s Let Girls Learn campaign. 



Partnership of Equals Programme 
Conference in October 2018 at Queen Elizabeth II Centre which will bring together 400 young people from the 

UK to discuss gender equality and what it means to have a ‘Partnership of Equals’ in today society. 
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